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By the Rev. Dr. Charles H. Parkhurst,
Returned from His Annual Mountas

log Vacation In SwitzeHa:

FATAL AGGIDENTS IN 1
Dr. John Hopkinson, Fellow of the F

f de Yeisiyi.
Dr. Hopkinson's son and two daught
Prof. Nasse, of Berlin, fell into crevas

+ Norman Neruda, English artist, struc

^ A\r. Aston-Binns, English clergyman,
Guide Imsen fell into crevasse in Aig

^ HE list of fatal accidents from Alpine climbing
jjf^? ,, has been greater this season than ever before.

Eight persons have lost their lives in a most
BA frichtfnl/ manner, bv falling down deeD chasms.

jJ(KeW slipping on the glaciers and dropping into yawn\.W'J?4 ing crevasses and by being struck by falling
rocks and avalanches.

Most of these have been men noted In

scienc^. art ^md in the Church. One of the most terrible accidentswas that of Dr. John Hopkiuson, of London, the noted
electrical scientist, and his son and two daughters, Who perishedon the Dent de Veisivi. by losing his foothold on a high
cliff and being precipitated to a moraine thousands of feet below.

Still more thrilling in heroic interest was the death of ProfessorNasse, of Berlin, whose guide, Schnltzler, dangling at

tthe end of the life line over a crevasse, cut the rope to save

those above hixn. But by some miracle he fell uninjured to the
bottom, and on regaining the top of the cliff pulled up his companions.only to And Professecr Nasse, whom he had been willingto sacrifice his own life for, already dead from strangulation.

Other deaths on the Alps were those of Norman Xeruda, the
English artist, and the Rev. Mr. Aston-Biuns, whose faithful
guide, Imsen, died with him on the dangerous Aiguilles des
Charmoz.

"What the fascination of Alpine climbing is which lures peopleon to those perilous heights season after season, despite the
warning off such accidents. Dr. Farkhurst tells in vivid words
from his own experience.

.N SPITE of all the terrible accidents in the Alps
Z' this season, I can say positively that it will not

t-? made the sport of Alpine climbing less popular
nextyearUlWflyThere Is an exhilaration, or Intoxication, I

iSBCL may say, about this recreation that cannot be
affected by the thought of danger. The experienceof rising to those great heights is like

a draught of champagne.
It quickens every faculty of the mind. It gives a feeling

of being uplifted. The physical fatigue of climbing Is forgotten.
long after the descent the feeling of exhilaration still remains.

There Is a place on the ltothhorn "where gjjs must make hU
own way on a ledge but three inches wide, along the face of a

cliff', with an abyss thousands of feet below. This may seem a

frightful thing to do for pleasure, but under the excitement of
the tourney one goes through it with positive delight.

Besides this physical sensation, there are aesthetic emotions
aroused.. The sublimity of the scenery is indiscribable. To stand
on the Matterhora and other peaks of the Alps, and gaze out
over Fiance, Germany and Austria, is ^ sight to be remembered
a lifet ime.

Ard to this the nearer scenery of chasms yawning thousands
of feet below you, glacial fields all about, gray, rocky summits
on every hand, and clouds floating far below. Why, I pr'ze
r.ore dearly the memory of those scenes than I would all the
paintings of scenery in ali the galleries of Europe.

There is the view of the heavens also. The air Is so rare
and so pure that the stars and planets shine with wonderful
brilliancy. A shower of August meteors seen from those heights
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is a marvellous display, filling the whole sky with brilliancy.
Then there Is the intense silence, broken only by the roar o

avalanches and the rush of storms and the rumble and echoei
of thunder.

Such sights and sounds make a new world. One forgets every
thing In his past life, his ambitions even are swallowed up li
the tremendously impressive present, in the face of the awfu
grandeur all about him.

Some are affected most powerfully In a religious way. T<
them a mountain top Is a shrine, and the journey up and dowi
is like a sacred pilgrimage. Others are attracted to the feati
of mountain climbing for the sake of experiencing the physica
anrl aesthetic effects I have alluded to.

I know that some people shrink with dread at the men

thought of standing on the edge of a cliff and looking down
thousands of feet.

I hare seen people in the Alps whose knees grew weak an<!
their heads dizzy on approaching a deep abyss. For myself, ]

delight in such scenes. I have never experienced a weakening
m the limbs or dizziness, even when looking over the highest
precipices. I merely delight in the grandeur of the scene.

In ascending to great heights, above 12,000 feet, I have nof

experienced any of the distressing symptoms which attack manj
climbers. A slight bleeding at the nose on one occasion was th<
nly thing of this sort I ever had.

But it is not the view alone, nor the exhilaration of the air,
nor the emotions of grandeur alone, that make up the stimulus
3f Alpine climbing. There is the sport of physical exercise.

In making a descent a person may coast down over a glaciei
for thousands of feet. A stiffening of the knees and skilful use

of the alpenstock and a sharp look ahead for crevasses are ali
that is necessary for such a thrilling descent.
The greater number of accidents in Alpine climbing this yeai

is due partly to the fact that greater numbers of people ascended
the Alps this year than usual. This was on account of the

exceptionally fine weather which prevailed during July and

August.
Yet these fatalities will not deter others from going over

the same routes next year where accidents occurred this season.Mountain climbers go on the theory that lightning never

strikes twice in the same place. They also consider that
oroner precautions were not taken.

Many accidents occur through not having guides, or from
two many amateurs bein^ in the same party. For the greatestsafety but one amateur should be on a rope with the
guides.

Too much care cannot be taken in the selection of guides,
not only as to their skill but as to their previous reputation for
courage.

The Alpine guides as a class are brave fellows. The way in
which one of them attempted to save Professor Nasse this Summerproves this. His party was descending Piz Palu when a
snow bridre iravp -wnv bpnpnth Prn-fpssnr Nnsse. nnd Sohnitzlpr
one of his guides.

Another guide, a Tyrolean, cheeked their fall by getting a
foothold on the brin.k of the chasm. Schnitzler, swinging there
in midair, saw that he mnst cut the rope and drop, or his
weight would drag the whole line of men down to certain
death.
He did not hesitate, but cut the line and plunged down the

creTasse.
But instead of being dashed to pieces he actually reached
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the bottom In safety by avoiding In his
fall the sharp points of jagged ice and
slipping down the smooth face of the
crevasse.
He even returned to the top and assist-

ed in pulling up Professor Nasse, But by
a singular fate the Professor was dead,
having perished from strangulation whi'e
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numbers of her profession. She realized, i

^ess on the stage was in a large measur

ittractions and held a modest opinion of h
she strove, however, with great earnestnc
ldvance in her art, and at the time of her
stage It was admitted teat ^ae Uto made g

Mrs. Hoyt's last appearance on the
L'heatre last January In the character ol
Jontented Woman".the part which was r

led with her own disposition, and in whicl
ongest remembered. The occasion of her
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being suspended, while the heroic guid
who cut his own life-line was uninjured.
The mountain where Dr. Hopkinson am

his children met such a terrible death, wa
not particularly high nor dangerous. Fo
this reason, probably, he thought he coul<
dispense with guides. I am familiar witl
'hat mountain, but I should not climb i
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last appearance on the peculiarly her own
reat progress. tell saw her and en
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ts of the reason. She was In the flower of her
and the play-going public was loath to lose

>uld deny the womanliness of her motive. She
he height of her dramatic powers in order to
lly to her husband and her home,
ge career covers less than seven years. In
considerably less than twenty years old, she

from her home in Covington, Ky. Her maiden
Miskel Scales, and she was related to the beit
tb.
ment was in Augustin Daly's company, where
irts for a year. Burled as she was among the
unknowns, her beauty and a charm of manner
distinguished her from the start. Robert Mangagedher for an important ingenue part in hia
she was a member for another year,

i in Mr. Mnnfnll'd -»« vvii.ijjauj QLUiatlCU LUC ai"

t, who was then preparing to produce "A Terneengaged her for the principal part, that of
1 simple rreation in which the young girl's

charms were well displayed.
Her success was instantaneous. She was

declared by critics In all narts of the countryto be the most beautiful actress in
America. "Beautiful Caroline Miskel" was
the name given to her in conversation and
in print. When the announcement was
made of her marriage to Mr. Hoyt, it was

agreed that he had won his greatest success.His friends have said his play "A
Contented Woman" was an inspiration followinghis contemplation of his wife's chief
attribute. With Mrs. Hoyt In the title
part.Grace Holme.the inspiration appearedcredible to most beholders. Besides
Kuth In "A Temperance Town," it was the
only character of her husband's creating in
which she ever appeared. There was no

occasion for her to appear in others. They
endeared her to playgoers in BCarly every
city and town in America.
Mrs. Hoyt's death occurred on Sunday,

October 2. Her new-born child died a
few minutes after her. This terrible tragedywas entirely unexpected. Mrs. Hoyt
had been ift excellent health and spirits on
the HiOI'ning of the day on which she died.
She had discussed with her husband some

jokes which he was to use in his next play.
The funeral took place at Mr. Hoyt's

home, Charlestown, N. H. The mother vai
buried with her baby in her arms.
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Now that smokeless powder has come
Into use, the United States soldier will
have to become trained in the use of It. He
will have to train his ears in the future as

well as his eyes. He will have to determineby the sound of the enemy's guns
from what direction the firing is coming,
and exactly how far they are away. He
can depend no longer on the smoke to
locate the enemy.

le Tllla win nt CO ri fjl fA Jin In.
'e crease in our standing army, as It would be
it- difficult for a volunteer to be able to ae

I! coinplleh this without months of drilling
o and training. It will also require entirely
it new methods In drilling. The use of smoke
e less powder, moreover, Involves nifljy un<
e tried problems, a fact which was 1~rmf

strated in the war with Spain.


